Exercise – Resource Grabbing Presentation

Research an example of resource grabbing. Be prepared to briefly present your case study in class. Your presentation should cover the following issues (where possible):

1. What type of resource was grabbed?

2. Did the grabber obtain legal title to the resource? If so, did this nonetheless occur through illicit means? 

3. Did the grabber co-opt members of the dispossessed community?

4. Was violence or force employed during the resource grab process?

5. Why was the resource grabbed? Consider both state and corporate interests?

6. What justifications were employed for dispossessing communities of their resources?
7. What impact has the resource grab had on the victim communities?

8. How have the impacted communities mobilised against the grab?

9. Are they being supported by domestic or international civil society?

10. Should resource grabbing be considered a state crime?

In class we will attempt to identify resource grabbing patterns that might thread our different case studies together. 
