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|
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' : |
21 1 i i
22 I, Major General Jerry Singirok MBE, the former Commander of

\ (

23 || the Papua New Guinea Defence Force, hereby declare as follows:

24 1. My name| is Jerry Singirok, and I am the former Commander
\

25 || of the Papua New Guinea Defence Force. The following statements are
! i

26 || based on my personal knowledge and expertise in matters of PNG

27 || military affairs. i

28
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‘ |
1 2. I was born on Karkar Island, Madang prfvince éNG on 5 May
2 |l 1956. | g ' |
3 3. I first joined the PNG military on 5 Janpary 1975. Since
, 4] that time I have held the;ranks from Second Lieu%enant éo Major
5 General of the PNGC Defenc% Force. To date, I hol@ the héghest rank
6 || within the PNG Defence fo%ce. E E
7 | 4, In 1889 I |was thefoperations officer at the rank of Maior
8 on Bougainville. |Whilst I was there I was dlrected by the
9 || hierarchy of the nilitary?thdt I was to liase dlrectly w1th BCL
10 || management on ggg requirepents that may be needeg to aSélSt with
11 || the military oper‘tions. % : %
12 5. I was recalled baék to Bougainville from Austraiia in 1993
13 || to take over all Allltary operations on Bouga1nv1lle 1n|the role as
14 Operations Officexr, as by tth the Bouga1nv1lle‘rebels had
15 increased their presence gn ougainville. i
16 6. In 1994 I became ?ontlngent commander of all opératlons on
‘
17 || Bougainville. I was promo#ed to the rank of Lleutenant ?olonel
18 || which gave me control of all military operatlons in Bou?alnv1lle.
19 7. In 99f'I was appbinted commander and prOmoted Fo the rank
20 'of Brigadier General, spe;iflcally to devise a mllltarylsolutlon to
21l the Bougainville gonflict. |
22 8. Further to the above, I.served as an hiéh rankiég officer
23 || of the PNG Defence Force KPNGDF) at all times relevant éo the
24 || matters of this action. 1 1
25 ‘ 9. The first sectlon of this statement descrlbeslthe conduct
26 || and activities I saw or pérsonally partlclpated‘ln durlng the
27 crisis. The second section og the statement descrlbes the effect
28 || this litigation has had ahd could have on the 1mplementétlon of the
| | !
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| |
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|
17. The PNGDF refused to increase the arsenal being used
| | | L
against the uprising as the PNGDF were adequately contaﬁnlng the
‘ |
. ; | i
relative threat on the gr?und and any increase w?uld haﬁe been

[SS I ot

3]

v 4 d;sproportionate and resu#ted in an unethical and inappﬁopriate
5 cbntinued destruction of édditional human lives.| Indeed, I called
6 off the operations. }
7 % 18. I realized the S;ndline operations vioclated fundamental

‘ }
8 human rights and I decide@ t& forcefully evict Sandline from the

| | L .
9 || country and opted for a peaceful solution, with a view to resolving

|

\

10 the conflict on Bougainville. 1
| |

11 ! 19. My opinions on the immoral nature of tﬂe Sandline hiring

12 || and involvement in Bougai?ville are matters of public record. I am

\
13 || presently faced with sedition charges for voicing thesejopinions

}
14 and taking action. }

15 Z 20. What is less we}l-known is BCL’s involvement in the

i6 || Sandline affair. ‘

17 : The Bougainville Peabe Process:
! 1

18 1 21. I am conversant Mith the Bougainville Peace Processs and
i |

) |
19 || have contributed towards reaching milestones reached tojdate. The

20 Bougainville Peace talks}have concluded successfully. After some 4

21 vears of extensive negotQations, the Bougainvilie Peace Agreement

22 | was signed on 30 August 2001.

23 ; 22. As I understand |it, the litigation commenced iP September
|

24 2000. This was at|a cruc%al stage in the finalization of the peace

25 process.
|

26 f 23. I have not heard any reports that the commencement of the

27 litigation has in| any way protracted the peace process.; Further,
| |

28 || the peace agreement concerns| 3 objectives that are unaffected by
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this litigation : ro constlturlonally guarantee a referendum on

PAGE .0B7

|
endencejdeferred for 10 to 15 years; the grant of
|

autonomy on decisions relating to land, env1ronm?nt and foreign
! |

investment in the intervehing period; and a plan| for the disposal
|

of weapons.

Bougainville inde

§ 24. In contrast, theflitigation as I understand it |concerns

the involvement of Rio Tipto and its affiliates Fn the past
; \ \

operation of the mine and supporting and maintaining the civil war.
: |

| |
Rio Tinto has not participated in the peace process and|I

understand they will have no |[role to play in the 1mplementatlon of

the peace agreement.

I, Jerry Slngjrok decl?re under penaltles‘of perjury under
the laws of the United States that the foregoing is true and

correct.

o e

DATED: November 30 , 2001, and signed &t

SER&Y SIN&@OK | —
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