Exercise – Researching the Trafigura Dumping
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Data gaps currently preclude a full understanding of the Trafigura dumping.  This is a common problem which researchers face when investigating the crimes of the powerful. Indeed, the fact remains even when subject to popular condemnation, states and corporations have the legal and technical capacity to shield their conduct from public scrutiny. The following table (p.2) contains a series of issues that go to the heart of the Trafigura dumping. Develop a strategic response for each of the three research issues posed. You will be expected to compare and contrast your strategy in groups during class.
	Issue 1: The medical impact of the dumping on exposed populations. 



	What types of data will you need?
	

	How would you collect this data?
	

	What barriers will you face?
	

	Are there any ways of circumventing these barriers?
	

	Issue 2: The complicity of the state in the dumping process.



	What types of data will you need?
	

	How would you collect data?
	

	What barriers will you face?
	

	Are there any ways of circumventing these barriers?
	

	Issue 3: Responsibility of Trafigura’s senior management for the illegal dumping.



	What types of data will you need?
	

	How would you collect data?
	

	What barriers will you face?
	

	Are there any ways of circumventing these barriers?
	


