Exercise – Paga Hill Restorative Justice Conference 
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(This exercise will require the class to split into three groups – the Lecturer will act as a mediator)

A community organiser has convinced representatives from Papua New Guinea’s Cabinet, the Paga Hill Development Company, and the Paga Heritage Association to meet for a restorative conference (for a basic introduction to restorative conferences, follow this link). The conference will be run by an independent mediator. Please split into three groups and assume responsibility for one of the following organisations. You will be given twenty minutes to discuss, in groups, the questions below before the conference takes place.

Paga Heritage Association
How has the forced eviction impacted on the Paga Hill community? Do you think the forced eviction was justified? How could it have been done better? Who do you hold responsible? Do you believe there is a solution to the current conflict? Would you agree to move? If so, under what conditions.
Paga Hill Development Company
Why did you seek the eviction order? Do you support the way in which the eviction was conducted? Do you feel remorse for the police’s actions? Could the eviction exercise have been handled better? In what ways? What steps can PHDC take to make amends for the company’s harmful actions? What is the fairest solution to the current impasse on Paga Hill?
Papua New Guinea Cabinet

Are you happy with the conduct of the Lands Department and the Royal Papua New Guinea Constabulary? Do you believe the Paga Hill Development Company has behaved responsibly? Do you recognise the right of existing residents to stay at Paga Hill? Do you recognise the investments they have made in Paga Hill? What steps can you take to make amends for the state’s actions? What is the fairest solution to the current impasse on Paga Hill?
