Children Draw War and Genocide
Examine the following drawings and in approximately 100 words, describe what you see as the most significant features of these pictures. Explain why you think they are significant.

The Darfur Genocide

In June and July 2007, Waging Peace undertook a three-week fact finding mission to Eastern Chad with the aim of collecting testimonies from Darfuri refugees and displaced Chadians. It soon became apparent that many children had witnessed atrocities when Sudanese Government Forces and their allied Janjaweed militia attacked their villages. Whilst rapport-building with the children the WP researcher Anna Schmitt gave the children, aged between six and eighteen years of age, paper and pencils and asked them to describe their dreams for the future and their strongest memories.
For more information on the Genocide see: Youngs, T. (2004) ‘Sudan: Conflict in Darfure’, House of Commons Research Paper, 4/51, available online: http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons/lib/research/rp2004/rp04-051.pdf
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The Bougainville War

Perched on the north-west tip of the Solomon Islands archipelago, Bougainville forms part of Papua New Guinea’s (PNG) easternmost border region. Despite its remote location the development of a major copper deposit in Bougainville’s Crown Prince Ranges made the island one of PNG’s most strategically significant areas. Consequently, when customary landowners used industrial sabotage to close the mine in 1988, this regional dispute soon transformed into a major national crisis. 

In response the PNG state ordered a series of paramilitary attacks on villages around the mine site. Angered by the government’s reaction, landowner leaders formed the Bougainville Revolutionary Army (BRA). In April 1989 the rebels declared their intention to secede from PNG (Ona 1990).  As the conflict unfolded PNG military offensives forced thousands of villagers from their homes. Some of the displaced fled into the bush and lived under the jungle canopy. Others were placed into detention camps which were ignominiously labelled ‘care centres’ by the PNG government. Outside the camps, extra-judicial killings and gratuitous assaults were commonplace. In 1990 the PNG government placed a military blockade around the island. The blockade included an embargo on all humanitarian supplies. By the war’s end in 1998, approximately 10,000-15,000 people were killed.

The following pictures were drawn by children – displaced by the conflict – living in refugee camps in the Solomon Islands during 1995.

For more information on the conflict see:   

Lasslett, K. (2010) “Winning Hearts and Mines: The Bougainville Crisis, 1988-90‘, in Jackson, R., Murphy, E., and Poynting, S. (eds.), Contemporary State Terrorism: Theory and Practice, Oxford: Routledge. Avalable online: http://www.scribd.com/doc/28859123/Winning-Hearts-and-Mines
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